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hey. Hk priacipal a and defign of this paper i is | 
do undeceive thoſe well-meaning people who have | 
| been drawn unawaros into a wrong ſenſe of things, 
by a ſet of idle, and of courſe dangerous men, 
who appear to have abandoned the ſober callings | 
by which they heretofore earned an honeſt liveli- 
hood, for the purpoſe, as they pretend, of ( cur- 
cc recling abuſes in the fate, infirufling Mathe 
rc find; and eſtabliſhing what they call ** equal 
= rights? That they hould have been ſo far der 
Iudedd as to quit cheir former occupations, and ſp 
|  Conceited aud impertinent as to turn State/men and 
; Reformers, muſt, no doubt, be matter of concern 
| A 6 to 


* 


to their friends and relations, and ther more ſo, as 
they ſeem by. their travelling from country to 
country; from town to town; and from pariſh to 
pariſh, to preach ſedition and revolt; to pro- 
voke the notice of the Magiſtrate, and to deſerve 
the laſh of the beadle. I am very far from re- 
: commending harſh meaſures, and equally ſo 
from believing them to be always ſalutary; but I 
really think that Government has of late been too 
indulgent ; and though I am not of that ſullen 
and moroſe temper that would treat folly like vice, 
and whip it into ſobriety and wiſdom, yet when 
any particular folly is artfully propagated, and 
rendered as it were epidemical; when from being 


-1: confined toa few obſcure individuals, , ſcarce known | 


or reſpected, it becomes general, and infects the 
multitude; ; it then threatens much ſerious miſ- 
chief and calamity to the community ; it changes 
It its very name and nature, and ought to be oppoſed 
by all the force of reaſon, and, if that ſhould fail, 
| 1 all the force of coercion: ' CP 
To ſuffer it to grow into giant ſize vichont | 
taking any ſteps to cruſh and extinguiſh it in the 
bud, would be conniving at the infamy, and ren- 
dering — acceſſaries to the guilt. that in- 
| | ures, 


ty) 


Jures you. The phrenſy of an individual is of 


little import—it cannot do much harm; its du- 
ration is neceſſarily ſhort, and its miſchief of ſmall 
extent 3 z but that of a mob bids defiance to all 


_ eſtimate, and pro pagates itſelf by: the terror it 


Inſpires. | 
As theſe itinerant legiſlators, , with more rags to 


their backs than ideas in their heads, have an- 1 


nounced their plans of operation in direct terms, 
it will not be amiſs to examine how far they are 


founded in wiſdom, and likely to produce any 
good purpoſe. After which, it may be uſeful 


to inquire how far ſuch proceedings are juſtified by 


neceſſity, or warranted by the example of former 


times, and finally, if they are compatible with the 


peace and ſafety of any woll- regulated ſociety 
whatever. In doing this, I wiſh that full credit 
could be given for purity of intention in thoſe who 


hold theſe new-fangled doctrines in porter-houſes, 
ale-houſes, cow-houſes, watch-houſes, and meet- 


7 ing-houſes ; for we have patriots of all ſizes; from 


dwarfs to giants; 5 of all complections; from pale 


white, to jaundice and jet black; and of all de- 


ſcriptions; from beggars who would be lords, to 


lords who are in a fair way of 1 beggars. ” 


Nay, 
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Nay, + we have them of all diſorders, and with 
minds as diſtempered as their carcaſe. 
Even che lame, the blind, and the paralytic 
are admitted into. this chaos of refotinem, and 
conſidering the well-proportzoned quantities of 
vice, poverty, and diſeaſe among them, it would 
puzzle juſtice and humanity to decide whether 
this piebald afſemblage of legiſlators ſhould be 
Fent to an  infirmary, or to an houſe of correction. 
Wild and wicked, however, as their ſchemes are 
conſidered by all ſober and rational people, 1 
15 would nevertheleſs ſuppoſe them totally innocent 
of every deſign to ſubvert the Conſtitution in : 
Church and State, if they had not given Pretty 
ſtrong proofs. to the contrary ; and conſidering 
_ thoſe brawlers not only as adventurers and incen- 
diaries, but alſo as enthuſiaſts and viſionaries, 1 
will endeavour to convert them from error, by | 
| Proving the abſurdity of their fears, nomd the i in- 
| Juſtice of their complaints SD 
Firſt, then, with reſpe& tothe abuſes fo mich m- | 
Plaine H; and here 1 fhrewdly ſuſpect that a very 
groſs and material difference will ariſe between 
you and thefe travelling politicians, as as to the 
meaning of that word, for they openly declare 
all the exiſting regulations in ſociety to be neither 
OE more 


Fs 


Te. 


| tore nor les than + Frage.of chats; from 
whence it is evident that they confider your anceſ - 
tors as knaves for deviſing them ; and yourlelves as 
1  blockbeads for ſubmitting to them. This is not the 
. : proper place to diſpute to whom theſe epithets be- 
Ee long ; whether to thoſe who made and thoſe who 
ſubmi to thoſe regulations, or to choſe who would 
revile and deſtroy them, but it is the proper 
place to ſtate to you, what theſe auell- informed and = 
well-meaning politicians call abuſes, becauſe it will "760 
lead you to diſcover, by unplication, what they 1 
| mean by PERFECTIONS, Among what theſe le- 
yellers call a blemiſh in our Conſtitution, | and 
5 which they hold forth as incurably obnoxious, if 
not removed, is that of the executive power: being 
placed in the hands of the Sovereign — not that 
they complain of the power having been abuſed or 
perverted—not that they have any thin g to al- | 
ledge either againſt the moral or the political cha- 
racter of his Majeſty, God bleſs him, for in 
theſe inſtances he is held to be exemplary, but 
: that they deteſt Kings and Monarchy, and would 
yote the deſtruction of the former, and the uni. ; 
verſal difſolution of the latter, with as little re- | 
morſe as the fanguinary affaſſin lately thoe-che 7 
King of Sweden at Stockholm. The Executive 


Power, | 


* 
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Power, Key pretend, ſhould be in the Anh 
as it is in France, where every tree is a gibbet, 


and every other man you meet a hangman. I do 
not think that fach a ſyſtem of government fuits 
your diſpoſition , and much leſs your convenience, 


or that It will ever be thought ſo eligible as the | 
one that you already poſſeſs. Nor do think that 


your poſterity at any period however remote 
from the preſent time, any more than yourſelves, 


will be difpoſed to diſcard royalty, and turn the | 


nobility and gentry out of doors. 


That ſuch. is the aim of our nth ler ftatef- 


: men, and ſuch the tendency of all the writings 


and harangues ſince the year 178 9, cannot well 


be doubted; and if the portion of courage and 
good ſ ſenſe which abound in this country, did not 


form a barrier to this torrent of folly and 1 iniquity, 


your ſituation would ſoon be as deplorable as that 


of your neighbours on the Continent. If miſ⸗ 
management, breach of truſt, or any other crime, 


had been alledged againſt the King, Lords, and 


Commons, ſome reaſon, indeed, would exiſt for 


for examining into their conduct, but none for 
aboliſhing them : and what other obj ect this latter 


meaſure can have in the minds of thoſe who pro- 
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„„ 
pole it, but Aa general pillage, preceded or fol- 
lowed, perhaps, by a general maſſacre, I cannot 
well conceive. This, however, is certain, that 
ſhould the clamor be adopted; you would merit 
the reproach ſo often made you by foreigners, 
_ aus RR to be as 1 * 


r 


| weeks it ' he; if ater all the hazards you . 
ran—all the blood you have ſpilt , and all the 
treaſure you have exhauſted, you ſhould reſolve 
to level the glorious edifice to the ground, which 
you have with ſo much difficulty erected, and 
under whoſe fplendid and capacious dome you 
enjoy ſo much ſolid comfort and ſecurity ? I do 
not know what others may think of this levity, 
mould it ever happen, but this I know, were you 
ro give into this phrenſy, you would fall into a 
worſe and more perilous ſtate of ſlavery than 
that from which your anceſtors ſo bravely eman- 
cipated- themſelves in the laſt century, and you 
would become oppreſſors, murderers, regicides, | 
and ſubyerters of that which you have hitherto 
acknowledged to be lawful government, and to 
obtain which, an uninterrupted ſtruggle. for cen- 

turies has been carried on 3 * WV 


— 


40 > 
Be 1 it al good and confricnious men to tefle& 
Ficuly on the bleſſings they enjoy at preſent, in 
this mild and happy country, and to impreſs on 
their uncorrupted minds this wholeſome and in- 
diſputable truth, that as every purpoſe for which 
men enter into ſociety is anſwered under a Conflitution | 
where the LIFE and PROPERTY of the peaſant, is 
as ſecure, and held as ſacred as thoſe of a Prince; * 
every idea of abſolute perfeftion in Government is 
chimerical, and every a ſurance Hits prattability not 
only impudent and fraudulent in the extreme, but 
dangerous to liften io. PRI i 
I do not addreſs myſelf to thoſe who. 3 
their conſciences by the occaſion, and cannot 
loſe the honour they never had, but to the honeſt 
and induſtrious farmer and manufacturer, who 
denying vice and virtue to be mere relative terms, 
allow them to have an exiſtence in nature, and 
believe the practice of the latter to be as elſential 
to their well-being hereafter, as that of the former 
is known to be ruinous in this life to their happi· 
neſs and characters. e 
Let thoſe who pen to have: . 0 : 
much imperfection and injuſtice in our laws, 
point out where they! bear hard on the guiltleſs 
and undeſerving ; ; or 'where they are inſufficient, 
. 


„ 
except in not being able to bring choſe to the 
whipping- poſt who libel their Pre: or wen. 
their deſtruction. pH 

- To countenance the clamors of ſueh men 
e be contending for ſhame as well as ſervi- 
tude, and — ee to the worſt kind | 
of ſlavery. | . 

It would be carrying your ears to be - big by- 
men without names, and inverting the very order 
of ſervitude, by ſubjecting yourſelves to the ty- 
ranny of your ſervants. Whatever may be the 

fentiments of thoſe into whofe hands this paper 
may chance to tumble, I am ſure it will be fa- 
3 read by ſome, and patiently peruſed by 
0 thoſe. that are againſt i innovation and li- 
5 S, will certainly be glad to find others 
of the 2 opinion as themſelves; and thoſe 


. who aß for riot and anarchy, have given evi- 
dence enough that there is nothing in nature 
which they cannot endure. Let the former of 

theſe be confirmed and fortified by this Addrefs. 

in their love of order; and let the latter take 
ſhame to themſelves, if they ean, for wiſhing to 
diſturb it. I am convinced that you will neter 
be ſufkciently humbled in ſpirit, and degraded 


n morals, to receive the i gnominy and affrons 
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they intend you. | Having nothing ta fay againſt 
branches of the Legiſlature, they object to them, = 


in the groſs, and are for annihilating all of them 


at one ſtroke. But what do they offer to give 
you in exchange for the King whom they would 


baniſh ? for the Houfe of Lords whom they would 
_ aboliſh ? and for the Commons whom they would 
diſmiſs with as little ceremony- and good manners 


as they would their Sovereign * 


- Ar iſtocracy more than monarchy is their aver- 
fion, and I do not well ſee how they can ap- 


prove of a Republic, ſince it is legiſſation that 


they diflike and fear. It is not freedom but REER 
QUARTER and FREE BOOTY that they ſeek, and _ 


When you conſider che 10 worth, the no quality, 


and u0 conſciences of theſe modern reformers, you 


will be puzzled which to condemn ; the arro- 


gance of their pretenſions, or the extent of. your 


forbearance. How far ſuch men are qualified ta 


Judge of abuſes in any ſtate may well be queſ- 
tioned; but no doubt can remain as to the right 


they would aſſume to dictate to their ſuperiors, 
and ſuperſede the: whole l iſlative authori 7 
the ef. NN op? 
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„„ 
If this ſhould ever unfortunately happen; if 
men, the moſt part of whom are beggars and 
malefactors, and only known by the villanies 
and miſchiefs they have committed, ſhould carry 
their infernal projects into ſucceſsful execution; 
| your anceſtors will have vindicated the liberties of 
England in vain, and have oppoſed arbitrary 
power to little purpoſe, ſince in that caſe you 
would inevitably fall under the vileſt and moſt 
inſupportable of all deſpotiſms, and be governed 
by a rod of iron, without any other law or rule 
. that which the caprice of a ferocious and 
- fluctuating mob, with as many minds as there 
way be individuals in it, ſhall dictate. All kind 
of {lavery is miſery, but that which is impoſed 
by thoſe who are themſelves objects of contempt 
and ſcorn, and which is accompanied by cen- 
tempt and ſcorn, muſt ſurely ſtir every honeft man . 
indignation, and j is endured by none whom Na- 
ture did not intend as ſlaves. It is not meant 
to revile any man for his poverty, or for. the 
meanneſs of his birth; no blame can in juſtiee 
be laid on men for the fauks of fortune, any 
otherwiſe than they make them their own; and 
by the poverty of theſe cellar ſtateſmen is ob» 


to W eee — —— 


4E 
with fraud and violence; and if 1 remind you of 
their quality, it is becauſe vay ſeem dane 
do have forgotten it. 
In ſhort, they labour to 3 in an "UM a | 
dur anceſtors have been working for ages to ace. 
-uire. They object to the King, becauſe it. is - 


bus duty ta watch over the public tranquillity, 


and enforce obedience to the laws. they object 
to the Nobility, becauſe diſtinction always im- 
plies ſuperiority; of virtue and of talent, as well 
as of fortune; and it is natural that bad men 
ſHhould abominate whatever brings to their recol- 
lection a ſenſe of their own unworthineſs—they 
object to laws, becauſe the: penalty of violating 
them is a reſtraint on their neceſſities and pro- 
penſities, and reduces them to the painful oblir 
gation 'of earning their daily. bread by honeſt 


induſtry, when. they could ſuppart themſelves 


with much leſs trouble, and in a much better 
tile by thieving or begging, if the Jaws were de · 
firoyed : hence their quarrel to the King, and to | 
the Hauſe of Peers; they wiſh to annihilate the 


| authority of the one, in the hope of becoming 


ſtewards in-zr»f, and finally proprietors in fee, of 
the eſtates of the other; for which purpole they . 
| have hired. a man who fied from this. country tc 


: | 17755 | . Anmericay 


CW I 
America, and who has Gach been driven from 
the country to which he fled, to cry down Ma- 
zeſty and Nobility. among us as burthenſome and 
difgraceful ; but which, let me aſk in the name ; 
of common ſenſe and of common honeſty (if fuch 
authorities may be appealed to without offence 
ro modern patriotiſm) is the more ſo, a filthy ſet 
of raggamuffins, riding Lords Paramount over the 
whole nation, levying contributions at will, and 
inflicting death at random and at pleaſure on 
| thoſe whom they meet or diſlike, or an ancient and 
| dignified eſtabliſhment approved of and ſup- 
ported by yourſelves; and which, collecting as 
it were into one common focus, all the ſcattered | 
rays of national grandeur, diffuſes light, ſplen- 
dor, and power, throughout the whole empire? 
I will not inſult your good ſenſe by prefling for 
an anſwer to this queſtion, but merely remind 
vou, that theſe halfpenny club politicians ſeem to 


have forgotten, that it has been hitherto uſual in 


Fa thoſe who hold great employments, to poſſeſs ſome 

portion of integrity as well as ſome degree of ta- 
lent, To judge according to che dictates of rea- 
ſon, one would certainly imagine ſome ſmall fa- 
cCulties and endowments to be requiſite in thoſe 
4 ke Ele ER who 
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whe would form or new- model a ftate ; for the? 
France has truck off into a quite different road, 
the direct contrary to this, and has elected her 
Secretaries of State; her Lords of the Treaſury, 
rs of the Exchequer, Judges, Admis 
rals, a Generals, together with Prieſts, Biſhops; 
and Rang men, from one promiſeuous group of 
coblers, taylors, and tinkerz, hungry attornies, 
and police men (men like our Bow-ſtreet runners) 
— her example, I truſt, will be no rule or guide 
for your conduct, and Eſpecially as theſe new Se⸗ 
cretaries, new Chancellors, new Generals, Judges, 
and Billiops, appear to. manage matters but 
badly; and of all the new arrangements (for ap- 
pointments they cannot be called) the hangman 
alone ſeems to have executed his office with ef= 
fel. I ſhould” not have ſaid ſo. much in this 
place of the affairs of that country, although 


they have been held out as a pattern for you to 


follow in this; if I had not wiſhed-you to recol- 


lect, that the talents requiſite for the higher de- 


partments are not uſually acquired i in ſhops, and 
ſtalls, and priſons, or caught by following the 
plough. What other academies thoſe have been 
. in; who miſt ſo voci 7 on * 


5 and 
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and governing of you, I know not, or what other 
arts chey have been verſed in, except thoſe that 
would not willingly commit the education of your, 
children to ignorant and illiterate maſters, . nor: 
even your horſes to unſkilful grooms; and this 
being the caſe} it is ſurely incumbent on you to 
have ſome regard into whoſe bands you commit 
che management of the commonwealth; and 
if you will not have perſons of diſtinguiſhed 
rank and fortune to be your rulers, who ate the 
leaſt likely to play yoy: foul' as chey have the 
greateſt. Rake at hazard, it dohoyes yau, for ygur 
own credit and ſafety, to have men of parts and 
education, in whoſe abilities and judgement you 
may venture to confide, and whoſe known! inte- 
grity will ſecure your e Tow vaſt or de- 
er e G 
In ſhort, it is your Pry and Law fas it is 

your intereſt, tq have a care of two things; 3 firſt, 
that villanies be not encouraged with the Te 
wards, of virtue, which they will be, if che loweſt 
and moſt profligate characters, by dint of vio- 
lence and of numbers, obtain the power of te 


: fate: ſecondly, that the ben nd majeſty | 
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* gdycrament * this 5 pation. be: ng 
dofiled; and gxpoſed: to pahlio contempt, hy the 
intruſon uf men into it who are ohjects of publie 


| conterajit, 88 they would he of public juBlices: if 


our latus poſſeſſed even the; ſmalleſt portion 
that ſeverity: with which: they: have AO 7 
watrantably. xeproacheds!: c:;: C7 29H: { "110*7 972 
© Heving faid ſufficient on the (jo of what 
theſe: reformersicall in: bſe, I will nos take-ngr! 
| tice; of. their, ..nſolkence in pretending to ingſtrucb | 
you} byrncaiition you 'agginft:the doctrine afœgual | 
6ghrej5 which they have, lately broadhbde ind. 
weald"willipgly eſtablilhy until they haue pulled 
deb fonarchy; and redhded the Nobilſipand: 
Sentry te 4 level with theraſdlyes, the better to 
ůſurp tl ie power 'of the one and the property of 
a the othih,” and then they would quiekly' explain 
to you what they nedut 69 equal rights, Ttieir | 
meaning, indeed, is pretty evident, from their 
rags 2 and ragged fortunes, But much more ſo from 
their difolute manners and morals. -Y6i'cannot 
be ara fols" to underft4nA that theſe rig ts me 
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no. Hehe at al, * though they would perfunde' you 


2 
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chat our advantage | is the only object they: have 
in wien. This promiſe, U deluſive in the pe, 
1 1⁰ 'ruinous i in "te eilt, reſembles the em- 


* | poſitions 


| Pt 15 x 2 
Pendens of potencies, obs bes wit td m 


ſomething of freliſh, ſomething grateful to the 
- biſts, to qualify their bitter diugs, fich would 
otherwiſe he ſpit out, and never Twalldweckre⸗ 
wick this difference, however, that the potion of 
hs apethecary/ may be efficacious, while his of 
theſe ſtate - quacks is big wich miſchief to the 
| whole neee, and cannot be 2 f 
een DEMO el 8111. ( - 3-7 726 
That you wit reſet fact ibonittiable Gabs 
wick the contempt and inignation they deſerbe, 
A can  cabily believe, but that they Thouldbe' pub 
recom: nded ald maintained, is very aſts- 
hining; ad til more ſs, that the authbrs and 
| promulgators 'of them mould not be ptinihied; 
for if this li cence 18 to be allowed, and the pub. 
uc Peace ce is to be diſturbed by the ſenſeleſs | 
dreatns, of difcontented Elartiors of Wild or fac- 
fious men, it would. be much better that you fe- 
turn again t. to 2 tate of nature, where, at leaſt, o 


ould be certain of having one right ſecuted to 


you—rhe vi 25, of the Arongeſ. It bas ever been 
he firſt and print ipal object of mankinc, In all 
well eg ulared' 1 gofertirertes to preſerve the pub. 


te trdhquillity, 45 ß that alone depends che pre- 


9 Ufe and Property; and whlte «hey 
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an a fair and decent diſcuſſion of the general 
intereſts of the community; to prohibit, under 
the ſevereſt penalties 4 whatever is likely to bring 
them into hazard. Indeed the very terms, ſo- 


 Ciety and government, imply certain rules and obli- | 


obey who are benefitted and protected by them, 


and without this obſervance and ſubmiſſion on 
their part, the laws would be without energy 
and effect, and the magiſtrate without authority. 


The lives and fortunes of individuals would be 
in conſtant jeopardy, and mutual confidence would 1 


no longer exiſt. No man in his ſober ſenſes, I 
am ſure, would covet to live in a ſociety where 
| every thing is fluctuating and uncertain , except 
miſchief and ruin, and where no one purpoſe for 


which men aſſociate together i is anſwered. There 
18 nothing very pleaſing in ſuch a prof] pelt; no- 


ching ſeductive in ſuch conditions; and yet it is 


preciſely to chis dan gerous and precarious ſtate, 
And that with an accumulating velocity, that the 


doctrine of EQUAL RIGHTS directly tends. If all 


men were equally wiſe and good „ their purity 
and ſagacity would. ſuperſede. the neceſſity of 


laws; their diſcernment would lead them to ſe. 
5 and me” re&irude to prefer and adopt, 
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8 was 8 or juſt; ; to avoid that 
which. was wrong or improper 3 but the misfor- 0 
tune is, that all men are not equally ſenũble and 
honeſt, and while nature marks their minds and 
hearts with ſuch ſtrong and ſtriking inequalities, 
theſe diſtinctions will alſo continue to mark the 
5 different ſocieties into which mankind, for their 
„ individual ſalety, are compelled to enter. De- . 
„ ſtroy theſe wholeſome, theſe neceſſary diſtinctions | 
nn civil life, and idleneſs will lord it over induſtry z 
the blockbead will out-top, the man of ſenſe; 3. and 
the knave ſupplant the man of honour —a very 
Babel of confuſion will enſue, and the. diftrated. 
community become a prey to Calibans and Trin- 
culos without end. Let this rabble of politicians 
and legiſlators, ifſuing forth like ſo many demons | 
| from their. infernal abodes, with the baſe coinage 
of their wicked and diſtempered brains i in their 
mouths, f ay what they will to. the contrary, chere 
| ever have been, and ever will } Di F human 
focieries, Beadles for vagabonds, | and bangen for 7 
rogues and afſaflins. While ſome men are lazy, 
3 and ſome are profligate, it will be neceſſary. to 
force the one to work, and the ocker to e 
within. hounds; hence the origin of Puniſoments.: 


x 


(3 


hd by deln Seal and their brobty; ber cher 


fidelity,” ſerre the eo 


20 wonwealth, „no one will 


: deny the equity and utility of retard; from 


hence proceeds the diſtinctions ſo mich ecm 


; plained of by thefe apoſtles for what is called 


reformation, but which, in fact, means licence; 5 


for on whom are hols titles and diſtinctions be: 
Rowed, but on thoſs who fight your battles on 
fa or land? who defend your propetty from 
chicane, and "watch over your civil and religious 
Uberties? Ia a word, on your Admirals and 4 
| \ van your Judges à and Stateſmen· 


This ſyſtem of equality lately preached a amon ong 


you is, however, extremely Partial, being prin- 
cipally intended to in Hure thoſe who have nothing =! 


to gain, and to bebe thble who have nothing 


| to loſe: from whence "ic 3 is pretty evident, chat 
it is not fo much the jithes of the Nobility and 
1 Gentey, a as of their fortunes, or, in other words, 
| as of the well earned fruits of their talents, their 
5 integrity, ; and honourable ſears, that they cover. 


They may be envious, and no doubt they are, 
of theit fame and merit, but it i 18 the reward of 


that mei that "offends them, and i: tt at they with . 
| to ges held of ; and the only way by which they | 
5 can ak to ge "Kola: of 1 it, is to LT down the x 


— 


: Ca ior * 4 6 
X . < ; 1 
N e «4 
: ; AS - 7 4 ' z 8 - N * 1 5 * $ . a 
«ie * 1 A « } G 


0 23s 1 


Kia. Lords 30 Commons, and e "A 
intg aotpe.ad.autherity in cher m · hutgf tut. 
you Wilh teach: chem bexter, manners,: thoughryay, 
ſbauld pot be, able,.to; thame ther inte ſilence,, = 
Kyacs ſometimes ger intg, powers. indeed by force. 


aun neeefſiry, and tools. times by changes but 


unjveryl ehpicg ang. cleRiop of knaves and fools | 
for Government was ne hey yer made. by any who. 

Vert not; themſelves like thoſe they choſe, 
a 1 This fogtrin ng , maintained with a yehemence . 
Effrontery tp which, ) Oy, were ſtrat — until 5 


<P Ve SEX IETF IN 
the epqch of of the F ren ch Revolution, are not. the | 
eee ins eie zn ien 
tural growt nd produce of is temperate fot, | 
ay 1 55 ch an Þ SITES this ter pe ra 
but t At. C of 5 8 here it bas become the fa 
218 e 9 11101 3821. 290 2 105 TRE x Y2cr 13> ; 
jon o think ev an equall walified 
ſhi no oe Ano - hink every may "I. uy qui — We 
for the arduous 0 ces of f ate, and where: all r men 
Dow 13WOL 2H 5 10 —— 

| are becom Kings Miniſters, Judges Admirals 
eh Das”, Daadagtn r. Migy eohls 
Generals, Biſhops, and Stateſmen. "This  arrange- ; 

b 315. h cont 

ment is held to b e perfe y co formable te to the un- 
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alicnable rights 0 of mar, an 2 da as ſuch, recommended : 


2 2 15 ar > c = S. n 
5 __ 4 


£3 \ 


| to your. example. / | 
x am provoked t to — chat the more an event, 
. calamitous in itſelf, and fatal to willions, is re- 


75 probaret by all honeſt and' ſenſible 1 men, the more | 
„ recommended by the weak and Proſligate 


eee, 


| among 1 us, as s if ee was Fe to afflu- | 
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"Wes; a tempeſt to a calm; riſque to ſecurity x; 
and anarchy to order The effrontery wil which 
the French Revolution is con : ntly held up to 
us for admiration, „ ſeems to augment in pro por- 
tion to the contem pt with which it is treated. 
| The Partifans of the new Government i in France, 
( if a ſtate of conſtant tumult and uproar, produc- 
tive of miſchief and ruin, Can be called a Go 
vernment) ſtill inſiſt that you mould imitate the 
example of your neighbours.— They ſtill contend 
| that the National Afembly, in F rance , ſhould 
legiſlate, not only for themſelves but for others 
that this piebald mixture of coblers, taylors, 
| cooks, barbers, and pettyſogging attornies, are 
| your only men of ſcietice ; your only legitivors, 
capable of directing the affairs of this lower world; 
alone worthy, to govern mankind, „ and that * 
5 and equity can be found no where but i in their de- 
crees. Wiſdom and equity, to be fare, are high 


ſounding words, , and generally the loudeſt in the 
mouths. of thoſe, Who have che leaſt ſhare of 
eher; | but high ſounding as they. are, they cer: 1 
; tainly have, A meaning, and that meaning is as 
obvious to you, and certainly as much within the 


ſcope of, your capacities, as it is within the com- 
amy) of thoſe who gt to Jag ge what 


„ 


| 


2 
is beſt for us, and who would dictate to us, if we 
would permit them. Maſter Dyche, who taught 
me as well as yourſelves and many others to f. pell, 
alſo taught me the ſignification of words. Indeed, 
he was formerly the only oracle we had on theſe 
occaſions : his Dictionary always ranked next to 
our great folio Bibles in the country, and we no 
leſs reſpected the authority o of the one, than we 
reverencedthedivineprecepts of theother. Having | 
heard mich clamor of late, about wiſdom and 
equity, and from men in whoſe mouths theſe words 
5 ſeemed burleſqued, I was tempted. to recur to 
my old friend and ſchool-maſter, leſt I ſhould 
really have forgotten or miſtaken their real im- 
port. From Dyche, I conſulted Johnſon, and 
finding that neither my underſtanding nor my 
memory failed me, 1 turned with an air of tri- 
mph to the authorities they. cited in ſupport. of 
the explanations they gave, and was happy to 
diſcover that my acceptation of thoſe words cor- 
reſponded exactly with, thoſe of nhe. firſt and 
-greateſt ;men this. country ever produced, and of 
whoſe names it will ever have reaſon to,be,proud. 
Now 1 find that they diſſer mot. materially from 
| what the pretended improvement of modern times 
_ -would wiſh yu to. conſider as wiſe and juſt;. and 


that yon may be able to judge of the nature of thar 
wiſdom and of hat juſtice which have been ſo 
ſtrongly recommended to you of late, I ſhall beg 
you to turn your eyes towards France, and her 
| ſugar colonies, and examine the handy works of 
theſe very wife and very honeſt men, whoſe conduct 
you are called upon to ĩmitate, and whoſe maxims 
you are. adviſed to adopt. Firſt, then, as to their 
wiſdom.—It muſt be confeſſed that the abuſes in 
the ancient Government of that diſtracted country, N 
called loudly for redreſs, and that the ſcandalous | 

profuſion of thoſe who had the management of 
affairs had op preſſed the people by exorbitant 
taxes, and beggared the public treaſury by the 
moſt im pudent embezzlement and malverſation. 


"The King, ſenſible of theſe woeful truths, ex- 


preſſed a defire to repair the miſchiefs that had 
been committed, che evils that prevailed, and to 
avert the ruin with: 


Which the commerce and 
finances of the nation were chreatened. This cer- 
tainly proved juſtice in the ſovereign; all that he 
could do, was done by him, which was to aſſem- 
ble the beſt-informed and beſt-ingentioned men in 
the kingdom, , to deliberate on what was proper to 


be done; 5 but his benevolent intentions were no 
bone known, 5, chan a ſet of ar diſcon- 
tented 


7 G. * 5 

tented people blazed forth, who bark at all 
abuſes but thoſe which they commit themſelves, 
and who cavil for power, for no purpoſe but to 
make it ſubſervient to their ayarice, their am- 
| bition, or their neceſſities ; for let me ob. 
ſerve to you, chat thoſe who are the moſt needy, 
are generally the moſt clamorous, and men, the 
moſt virtuous in ſentiment, are very often the 
| moſt profligate i in princi iple and in practice. Theſe 
 diſcontented people, ſuch as, I am ſorry to fay, ; 
| abound in moſt countries, and which are even to 
be found in this, where there is the leaſt chance of 
their ſucceeding, immediately ſtarted up, and 
abuſing the unexampled bounty of their King, 
and the credulous fimplicity of their countrymen, 
inſiſted on being permitted to diſcuſs the affairs 
of the nation; and when, by dint of clamor in 
- newſpapers, which they had ſet up for no purpoſe. 
but to ſubvert the Government, they carried 

their point ſo far as to be admitted into the Af. 
ſembly, they changed their tone the inſtant they 
found they had gotten ſure footing, and inſiſted 
that the right to reform and eſtabliſh, reſted 
ſolely with them, and that the King had only to 

approve (no matter whether he liked it or not) of | 
what uy. did : thus the King | in an inſtant was 


„ 92 Eg con 
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_ ated fouicypher, and his goodacks rewarded by 


taking away from him all power, though they 


kindly left with Ein all reſponſibility for whatever 


miſchief they might do. The right to approve 


mplies a right to condemn, and it would be hard, 
indeed, if thoſe who had the privilege to receive, 
had not alſo the liberty to reje?. This appears 


to me to be the foundation, the very baſis, as it 
were, of all equity; bot the obligation to abſo- 
lately receive, and poſitively to approve of 
every ching, is a tyranny of a nature more foul in 
its completion, and more diabolical in its conſe- 


quences, than any that has been tranſmmted to us 
11 Yer ſoch is the ty- | 
men in France exercite ut this inſtant over their 


haplckand deeradedmanarch, and which Boss. 


Sach has deen the equity, the e, and decency 


of the French; I beg you im examine what has 


been ther Ws on: they have destroyed the 


* 
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they replaced it by a better. ? The queſtion is 


almoſt unneceſſary, for which of you do not know 
that a wild and remorſeleſs deſpotiſm—the deſ- 


potiſm of , thouſands, immediately iſſued forth 
from all the night-houſes, gambling - houſes, bro- 
thels, and dungzills i in France, the inſtant the 
National Aſſembly ſuppreſſed the deſpotiſm of the 
Crown, and reduced the King from being the firſt 
man in point of power in the nation, to be the laſt ! 
If the French really poſſeſſed this wonderful know- 
ledge, this extraordinary ſkill in the ſcience of Go- 
vernment, what excuſe can be offered, or what 
| good reaſon can be given for their having left the 
kingdom a prey to civil diſcord for near three 
years? and what muſt the world think of this 
boaſted capacity, fo much cried up by deſigning 
knaves in that country, and repeated like ſo many 
echoes by their aſſociates, and the ſenſeleſs block - 
heads they have ſeduced in this, when it cannot 
; ſtop the miſchiefs, nor put an end to the confuſion | 
dan reigns in every part of that ruined country ? 
Under the pretence of reforming the different 


departments in the ſtate, they aboliſhed them; and 


1f abolition means reformation, no reformation Was : 
ever ſo complete, for there is not a veſtige at this 
hour remaining of any one eſtabliſhment, either 
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| civil, military, or eccleſiaſtic, that exiſted « on the 
14th of July 1789. The name of King, indeed, 


is preſerved, but the power has evaporated, and 
all the courts of juſtice, without exception, have 
been annihilated. The ſoldiery have long ſince 


rejected all diſcipline, and know no rule of conduct 
but their pleaſure; and as to the church, it has 


been ſo pared and cut down, » that the venerable 


edifice is no longer known, even to themſelves, 
The Clergy of France ranked next to thoſe of 
England in learning, but they have been beggared 
and baniſhed, and their places uſurped by a profli- 


gate banditti, who ſpurn even the ſemblance of 


piety and virtue, and brave religion and morals 


with an affrontery that puts impudence itſelf to the 


bluſh. In a word, there is no Government i in France, 


and where there 1 is no Government, there certainly 


can be no liberty, all order, decency, and ſubordi- 


nation are at an end. This is what the philoſophy 
of the times calls reducing things to their . firſt 


principles; that is, diſſolving all the ties of ſociety, 
cancelling all obligations to God from man, and 


between man and man, in order, as they ſay, to to 
begin the world anen—Kings, Magiſtrates, Prieſts, 5 


Soldiers, and all the different ſprings, checks, and 


ſecurities of ſocial life, diſſolved i into one common ; 
maſs, * man Oy. | to his farlorn and pri- 


: mitive 


5 * 37 3 : 
| mitive condition, without ſuccour, protection, or 
comfort of any kind reduced to:the ſavage. ſtate 
of his-rude and uncultivated anceſtors, immerſed 
in all the evils attendant on the vagrant and de- 
fenceleſs lives they led i in woods and deſerts, with 
out the plea of ignorance to excuſe i it, and with- 
out their purĩty and ſimplicity to conſdle him. 5 
And this it is that the little knots of obſcure indi- 
viduals, in 'different parts of this kingdom, "SEE 
LP ſuming to themſelves the conſequence of legaliſed 5 
aſſemblies, and meeting in bye holes and corners, 
have the inſolence to call wisbom; while the 
BD plunder of eſtates and of churches, the licence of 
1 general and indiſcriminate robbery, outrage, and 
maſſacre, are termed by theſe ſame anonymous 
clubs of midnight legiſlators, to be Err Y. But 
what wis Don is there in the conduct that voluntarily 
ſpurns eaſe, affluence, and ſecurity, for diſgraceful 
5 toil, poverty, and danger? And what rectitude 
of mind muſt thoſe poſſeſs, who aſſert in he face 
of Heaven and che world, that the violence that 
- wreſts' from its peaceable and legal poſſeflor, the 
' honeſt produce of his induſtry, or the property he 
. holds -by hereditary deſcent, the reward, perhaps, | 
e military or of civic virtue, is juſt and EQUI> 
' TaBLE?. Yet of ſuch a ' deſcription and rendeney 
| are the decrees chat the twelve hundred ſelf. ap- 5 
JJ; 5 _ 4 


— 


8 * 
* C 
* * „ 2 * > - 2 
, te. RET IES S 
nr * 7 
0 & * 
* 4 : 
- — 
1 


cn) 


appointed Lord Chancellors in Paris have paſſed, ; 


by which the King, che Nobles, the Clergy, 


Judges, Magiſtrates, Admirals, and Generals have 


been beggared, and the country plundered. The 
inſtant theſe doctrines became legaliſed in France, 


they were. practiſed, and the practice has extend- 5 
ed from Paris to St. Domitigo, and all her diſtant 
poſſeſſons, both in the Eaſt and Welt Indies. This 
new-diſcovered wiſdom has converted the happineſs = 


of the affluent planters into'miſery ; changed hope 
into deſpondency, and rendered even exiſtence 
itſelf painful, and almoſt diſhonourable. 

The Negroes, adopting the E ABLE maxitns 
of the great lawgivers in France, not the Solons, 


but the Dracos of modern days, for their laws are 
written in blood, have ſet fire to the plantations of 
their benevolent maſters; plundered their benefac- 
tors, raviſhed and murdered their wives and daugh- 
ters, and themſelves compelled to ſeek refuge in 
the receſſes of ſteep and difficult mountains; they 
behold from their barren and :inhoſpitable ſum- 
mits, >the valleys in which they have ſpread devaſ- 
tation and ruin, and in which they conſtantly „ 


velled and ſeaſted, when the ſetting ſun releaſed 


chem from their labours, and diſmiſſed chem from 
til to revel! Fort ee Ten thouſand # 
— 27; 27 Tels e 260 v. 
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of theſe Bale wietehes have periſhed the unla- 
mented victims of their guilt and folly—ſugar- 
works and eſtates have been deſtroy ed, to the 
amount of as many millions ſterling—the rich 


commercial towns of Bourdeaux,. Marſeilles, 


Nantz, Havre, and Rouen, have been reduced 


almoſt to a ſtate of bankruptcy by the loſs of that 


commerce which ſupported. and enriched them. 


The planters are plunged from a ſfate of ſplendour 


to want even the common neceſſaries of life; 
beggary i is entailed on their helpleſs poſterity, and 
an iſland, equal in extent almoſt to that of England, 


s in a ſtate of anarchy and confuſion, that renders 


equally inſecure, both life and property. | 
Such have been the direful effects of this junc- 


tion of wisDoM and EQUITY, as it is called, and 
which is ſo impudentiy recommended to your | 
example by men in this country, rendered deſperate 

| by their poverty and their crimes, and who ſeem 

to have entered into a confederacy with men of 3 

| ſimilar deſeription | in France, for the total ſubver- 

| fion, not only of our happy conſtitution, but of all 


order and government in the known world. 


Among other calamities which appear deſtined 
do mark the cloſe of the eighteenth century, is that 
| of the-entire diſſolution of all religion. among us. 
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„ : 
Tt is the misfortune of the preſent time to affect 
a ſpirit of toleration, not out of compaſſion for 


error, not from any particular regard for this, or 
tat, or any other ſect, but from an indifference 


bordering on contempt for all ſects and perſuaſions. 
This pretended toleration is nothing more, in fact, 
chan coxcealed atheiſm ; I do not mean that placid 

and unaſſuming atheiſm which 1s the reſult of deep 
| metaphyſical reſearch, of profound abſtract reaſon- 
ing, which even the mind the moſt virtuouſly diſ- 
poſed may, from not being able to procure the proofs 


neceflary to its own conviction, be led to doubt, and 
then to deny, but that ſpecies of atheiſm which is 


the reſult of vice, and that is confirmed by pro- 
fligate habits: the former ſpecies of atheiſm, the 


produce of ioo much or of too little reflection, ex- 
tends no farther than the cloſet, for it means no 
il; but the other has its ſource in vicious pro- 
penſities, and as it can only hope for impunity in 
the extinction of all religion, it leaves no meaſures 
unattempted, by which its direful contagion may 


ſpread. itſelf over the ſurface of the earth. If you 


look to your neighbours the F rench, you will find 
the truth of this obſervation moſt woefully con- 


firmed, by the demolition of all the fences and all 
the barriers which morality and pie 


had erected 
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* the ſecurity of virtue: every beacon which | 
exiſted heretofore has been deſtroyed, and the 
| whole country exhibits a wild and ſteril heath, af- 
fording neither hope nor conſolation to the way- 
worn and bewildered traveller. This is the atheiſm - 
that is extending its baneful influence throughout : 
the habitable world ; which ſome men are wickedly 
endeavouring to introduce among you, and which 
means guilt, though it profeſſes innocence. That 
practical and diabolical atheiſm, the miſchievous 
and deformed offspring of depravity, (not the 
mild and inoffenſive child of ſpeculation) that li- 
cence that blaſphemes all religions, and confounds 
all the diſtinctions of right; which is meant to 
ſanction crimes and every ſpecies of diſorder. Be- 
ware, then, how you countenance this gerd to- 
| leration, which means nothing leſs than the ſub- 


verſion of all eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments, and to 


inundate the country with vice and profligacy of 
every deſcription. beſeech you to oppoſe, wick | 
all your ſtrength of underſtanding, and by an 


appeal to your own conſciences reſpectively, this 


torrent of irreligion and diſſolute philoſophy, which 
ſeems' to contract the heart to all ſenſe of virtue, 
in proportion as it expands, and adapts the. mind 
1 che reception of every (pecics: of vice and im- 
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morality. Let me hope that every ie belli 


val will recall to your memories that which is of 


ſuch univerſal import to the human race, and 


which this pretended ſpirit of toleration would not 
only diſcredit, but bring into diſrepute, and finally 


annihilate. Independent of the blaſphemy of fuch 
attempts; independent of the profligacy that pro- 


duced them; and of the ſtill greater profligacy | 
that would reſult from them, if they ſhould un- 
happily prove ſucceſsful, there is fomething fo i in- 


8 tolerably gloomy in ſeepticiſm; ſomething ſo di- 


rectiy tending to deſpair in it, that there i is cruelty : 


to man, as well as inſult and ingratitude to the Di- 


vinity, in endeavouring to flacken the bonds, as 


it were, that connect us wittfheaven and eternity. 
F here i 1s ſomething. ſo exhilerating in the very 


idea of religion, that, excluſive of its ſolemnity, 
and the aſſurance it gives to us of ſalvation and 


happineſs hereafter, I am amazed that, on the 
ſcore of mirth, and of that cheerfulneſs which it 


never fails to produce in the minds and hearts of 


men, that any effort ſnould be made, or any wiſh 
formed, to ſtop up the ſource of ſo much preſent 
comfort and delight, and of ſo much future hope 


and conſolation. Surely there is no ſubject more 
. for your . and contemplation, or a 
queſtion, 
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queſtion of greater moment, than: the one which 
to a certainty involves i in it not only your own im- 
- mediate advantage and proſperity, but the general 


felicity of the whole human race ; for, take away 


the ſubſtantial prop of religion from civil ſociety, - 
and what can preſerve'it from anarchy and-deſola- 
tion ? What other ſufficient ſecurity has honeſt 4 in- 


duſtry for the produce of its well- earned labour: 


and what a ruthleſs and ſavage wild will be opened 
to your view, if that ſecurity ſhould be deſtroyed 


or removed? Take away the ſublime and gonſo- 


latory aid of religion from man in his individual 


capacity, and to what a ſtate of wretchedneſs-and 


deſpondency do you reduce him? In either caſe, 
the evils: which would reſult from this dangerous | 
and levelling ſyſtem of confounding all religions, 


and diſſolving them, as it were, into one common 


maſs, from whence nothing but guilt, miſery, and 
_ deſpair can ariſe, are beyond all eſtimate. = 
gure to yourſelves the laws deprived of their 
force; the Magiſtrates of their authority; man of 
his laſt, and deareſt hope'; and Providence of that 
adoration which is dye from our. inferiority to its 
wiſdom, and from our gratitude to its goodneſs ; 
you will then have a | tolerable idea of the ſtate 


and condition to. which thoſe modern apoſtles for 


liberty : f 
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berty of . as they call themſelves, would 


reduce you. Nor are the reaſons they advance 
more plauſible than their deſign is honeſt ; even 


the arguments of the moſt in genious and leaſt cul- 
pable of thoſe who are clamorous for the univer- 


fal toleration they pretend to preach, that is, for 
the univerſal abolition and extinction of all reli- 


pions, ſo vehemently contended for of late; have 


no weight, or, at leaſt, not ſufficient to force con- 
viction upon any intelligent or well-diſpoſed mind. 
Loet me then entreat of you to recolle&, when 
in the height and merriment of each feſtival, 


when aſſembled round your coal, your wood, or 


your turf fires, or beneath the ſhade of ſome 
venerable oak in ſummer, that a ſet of men, ene- 


mies to virtue, to piety, and good-humour, have 
entered into a Confederacy to aboliſh all regard for 


- the firſt, all obſervance of the ſecond, and the 
preſervation of the laſt, though not leaſt impor- 


tant ingredient in the commerce and conduct of 


human life. 


Aware of the high reſpect which has ever 1 


paid to religion and morals in this and every other 
country, they would not, anxious as they are to 
aboliſh both, have preſumed ro decry them 
among us, if France had nat furniſhed them with 
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Aa precedent, and inſpired them with an 1 of 


ſucceſs. The fate, however, of that unhappy 


country, and the dreadful effects reſulting from 
_ this unbounded toleration ; the horrible crimes 
with which France i is at preſent deluged, and the 
deplorable condition to which all ranks of people 


are reduced, from the rabble having been ſet looſe 


from every obligation human and divine, will, no 


doubt, confirm you in your attachment and reve- 
rence for the Proteſtant religion and the Engliſh | 
Conſtitution 5 and induce you to defend both of 
them from every inſult and injury which their 
enemies, either at home or abroad, may be 
* to offer them. 
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